
During my internship at TechFest I was able to
experience being in a workplace environment by
attending meetings, putting together a festival
report, helping run events and more. 
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I first got introduced to Career Ready through a presentation a
teacher from my school had done on the programme. What really got
me interested in taking part was the opportunity to gain work
experience alongside learning that networking skills would be
developed as I didn’t feel confident enough to be able to build solid
professional connections.

Throughout my 2 years with the programme
I’ve attended a handful of masterclasses
and even had an opportunity to do an
internship in the summer. All along this
journey I had 2 amazing mentors, Kirsty and
Gabi, there to support me. They helped me
get comfortable with all these new
experiences and pushed me out of my
comfort zone during our fortnightly catch
ups.

An experience I really appreciate them
setting up for me was a job interview with
Yashka, a team member from TechFest that
I’d never met before. This simulation has
definitely helped me feel more confident
when I think of attending actual interviews
in the future. They helped me prepare for
this by giving their own tips on how they
approach an interview and did mock
questions with me.
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I applied my skills and made them key
strengths, such as using my knowledge in
visual communication to format the
festival report.
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With TechFest being a hybrid workplace I
also had the opportunity to see what it’d
be like to work, both at an office and at
home. This helped me gain more insight
into what does and doesn’t work for me in
relation to productivity.

At first I was worried about TechFest
being the company I’d be interning at as I
didn’t study STEM and was planning to go
down a creative route but I was shown
that despite the company being based on
a topic I don’t have a full grasp on doesn’t
mean I can’t be of use.

Since then, I’ve helped out at events such
as the Celebrate Aberdeen Parade and
even got invited to go to an Award Show
with them! I’m now planning on working
with them as a Festival Assistant after my
exams. Despite my time with TechFest as
a Career Ready Intern coming to an end
I’m reminded that it isn’t the end of our
time together and the connection that we
built stays strong.
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Now that I’m coming to the end of my final
year in High School I’ve applied to
university and college to study art and
design. The emphasis the internship and
masterclasses placed on the necessity of
good communication, time management,
personal identity and teamwork are skills
that I’ll find especially useful as I go down
the route of higher education, leaving me
looking forward to what’s yet to come.

To the future Career Ready mentees, I hope you enjoy this programme and its
invaluable experiences as much as I did. The amount you grow as a person can end
up being way more than what you believed you could ever achieve so make sure to
take full advantage of this opportunity and use this as a chance to reach your
goals. With your mentors being there to support you I’m sure you can do it!


