
These  are  unusua l ,  cha l lenging  and worry ing  t imes  fo r  a l l

o f  us .  Who could  have  predicted that  a  COVID-19

pandemic  would  sweep the  g lobe ,  resu l t ing  in  so  many

th ings  we take  for  granted be ing  severe ly  res t r ic ted  in  an

unprecedented e f for t  to  keep us  a l l  sa fe?

Sunday  lunch wi th  the  fami ly ,  t r ips  to  the  park ,  weekends

away  and t r ips  to  the  c inema wi th  f r iends  –  a l l  on  ho ld  for

the  foreseeable  future  to  avo id  putt ing  ext ra  pressure  on

our  NHS .

With  new cases  be ing  reported every  day ,  enforced

iso lat ion  and many  countr ies  s t i l l  on  vary ing  leve l s  o f

lockdown,  i t ’ s  d i f f i cu l t  to  see  anyth ing  pos i t i ve  in  any  o f

th i s .

However ,  there  a re  some th ings  we can be  grate fu l  fo r .
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STEM subjects  have  come into  the i r  own over  the  past  few
weeks ,  connect ing  people  l ike  never  before  and insp i r ing
future  generat ions ,  whi le  STEM careers  a re  at  the  fore f ront
of  the  cur rent  s i tuat ion .

The  “ s ta rs ”  o f  the  coronav i rus  pandemic  aren ’ t  soc ia l
media  in f luencers  or  rea l i t y  TV  personal i t ies  –  ins tead the
heroes  a re  the  doctors ,  nurses  and care  workers  work ing
on the  f ront l ine  to  care  fo r  those  who are  i l l .

They  a re  the  sc ient i s t s  and researchers  work ing  in  labs
test ing  pat ients  and us ing  the  la test  sc ience  innovat ions
to  deve lop a  vacc ine .  They  a re  the  teachers  who are
adapt ing  to  new ways  o f  support ing  our  young people
every  day .  These  and other  key  workers  a re  the  ‘keystones ’
in  our  soc iety ,  as  engineers  would  put  i t .

Where  would  we be  wi thout  technology?  Today ’ s  IT
in f ras t ructure  has  a l lowed mi l l ions  o f  o f f ice  workers  to  set
up a  makesh i f t  desk  at  home and car ry  on  work ing  f rom
thei r  d in ing  tab le  (o r  in  my case  a  qu iet  spare  room that
a l so  inc ludes  a  ch i ld ’ s  desk  fo r  my new ‘co l leagues ’ ) ,
he lp ing  to  keep many  bus inesses  running .

We have  quick ly  learned to  adapt  and downloaded apps
such as  Zoom and HouseParty  to  have  v i r tua l  n ights  out
wi th  f r iends  and keep in  touch wi th  grandparents  and
classmates .

Of  course ,  many  ch i ldren  are  miss ing  be ing  at  school  but
the  la test  advances  in  technology  a l low teachers  to
connect  wi th  the i r  pupi l s  through d ig i ta l  too ls  such as
Google  C lass rooms and cont inue  wi th  lessons  remote ly .

Communit ies  pu l l ing  together  to  support  each other ,
ne ighbours  check ing  up on vu lnerable  people  and leav ing
essent ia l  suppl ies  on  the  doors tep ,  the  now much-
ant ic ipated C lap  for  the  NHS -  and in  our  house ,  a l l  the
key  workers  -  on  a  Thursday  n ight  and an  opportuni ty  to
s low down and spend t ime at  home.



With  a  huge impact  on  the  UK economy and a  devastat ing
human to l l ,  i t ’ s  premature  to  cons ider  the  pos i t i ve  legacy
of  th i s  d i f f i cu l t  t ime in  our  h i s tory  but  we have  shown we
are  a  res i l ient  nat ion  wi th  the  ab i l i t y  to  th ink  outs ide  the
box .

These  are  the  sk i l l s  I  want  our  young people  to  recognise ,
wi th  a  rea l  unders tanding o f  what  they  can do  for  our
soc iety  and why  such sk i l l s  a re  more  important  than how
much you earn  or  what  car  you  dr i ve .

Perhaps  in  the  future  we wi l l  cont inue  to  s tay  connected
with  f r iends  in  a  v i r tua l  sense  as  wel l  as  in  rea l  l i fe .  The
human connect ion  and i t s  ro le  in  our  pos i t i ve  menta l
hea l th  i s  something we say  we unders tand but  i t s  remova l
has  been an  awakening o f  our  apprec iat ion  for  a  hug or  a
handshake ,  gestures  we wi l l  never  aga in  take  for  granted .

We may  t rave l  less  –  we have  shown that  many  people  do
have  the  ab i l i t y  to  work  at  home i f  necessary  and v ideo
conferences  can work  wel l  and save  huge amounts  o f
t ime ,  which  could  reduce  unnecessary  journeys  as  wel l  as   

We have  qu ick ly  come up wi th  new ways  o f  car ry ing  on
with  the  everyday  th ings  we normal ly  jus t  get  on  wi th ,
whi le  many  bus inesses  have  d ivers i f ied  to  be  ab le  to
produce  usefu l  and v i ta l  suppl ies ,  such as  d i s t i l le r ies
manufactur ing  hand san i t i se r  and schools  making  PPE
masks  fo r  medica l  s ta f f .  The  c reat i v i ty  and adaptabi l i t y
has  been incredib le .  

Dig i ta l  learn ing  p lat forms such as  the  CREST sc ience
awards  have  a l lowed parents  to  set  the i r  ch i ldren
engaging tasks  and cha l lenges  –  and get  a  qu iet  moment
to  do  the i r  own work .

A  lot  o f  us  a re  us ing  th i s  t ime to  do  da i l y
workouts  or  v i r tua l  tours  o f  museums across
the  wor ld  and thanks  to  the  vast  amount  o f
onl ine  content  you  can v i r tua l l y  do  anyth ing
you have  ever  wanted to .  For  some that  might
be  learn ing  a  new language ,  brush ing  up on
your  cook ing  sk i l l s  o r  see ing  a  Westend show,
whi le  fo r  others  i t  has  re ign i ted  a  pass ion  for
learn ing .



benef i t ing  the  env i ronment .

Hear ing  some turn  the i r  prev ious  commuter  t ime into
t ime to  spend on other  th ings  l ike  making  dens ,  bak ing  or
even medi tat ion  –  we a l l  have  the  same number  o f  hours
each day  but  how we chose  to  spend them i s  so  persona l
to  how we approach our  l i ves .

Events  such as  our  annual  TechFest  fes t i va l  could  benef i t
f rom technology ,  such as  us ing  v ideo  l inks  and b ig  sc reens
to  br ing  new speakers  to  a  loca l  audience  here  in
Aberdeen wi thout  the  t ime const ra ints  o f  a  three-day  v i s i t
o r  cost  o f  t rave l .

We are  a l so  very  exc i ted  about  the  chance  to  pro f i le  the
‘ s i l ver  l in ing ’  innovat ion  that  has  come f rom th i s  t ime as
L ive  Wi re  Product ion ' s   Engineer  ‘n ’  Our  L ives
programme,  which  we co l laborate  wi th ,  he lps  pupi l s  to
deve lop so lut ions  to  the  problems we have  faced and
prepare  us  fo r  the  future .

Learn ing  f rom others ,  bu i ld ing  on  opportuni t ies  and
support ing  our  communit ies  whi le  cont inu ing  to  insp i re
our  ch i ldren  and young people  can only  be  a  good th ing .
The  rea l -wor ld  examples  o f  how STEM subjects  and those
who are  pass ionate  about  them have  p layed the i r  par t  wi l l
fo rever  he lp  our  young people  to  be  insp i red  and
mot ivated to  unders tand how we can a l l  make a
d i f fe rence .
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Focus ing  on  the  pos i t i ve  and
fac ing  the  sun each morn ing
can only  he lp  meet  the
chal lenges  we face  and wi l l
face  in  days ,  weeks  and
months  to  come,  and hav ing
our  community  o f  f r iends ,
fami ly ,  co l leagues  and
neighbours  new and o ld
standing next  to  us  means  we
fee l  s t ronger  together .

www . T e c h F e s t . o r g . u k
#Te c h F e s t A b e r d e e n

Sa r a h .


